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Part II The Central Middle Ages

TIMELINE 10.3

England, 1000–1300

Schism of
Catholic and
Breakup of
Orthodox
al-Andalus
Churches
(c. 1000–1031) (1054)

Fourth Lateran
Council (1215)
First
Crusade
(1096–1099)

Sack of
Constantinople Magna Carta
(1204) (1215)

1000
Anglo Normans

1135

Henry I

Establishment
of Itinerant Justices
and Exchequer

1154

Stephen's
Anarchy

William II

1087 1100

William I

1066

Angevins

1272

1189 1199 1216

Henry II

Richard I

Last
Anglo-Saxons

Interregnum
in the Holy
Roman Empire
(1254–1273)
1300

John

Henry III

Edward I

Angevin Empire

to 1307

Extension of Common
Law to Property
Disputes

1258
Provisions
of Oxford

Development
of Parliament

1264–1265
Simon de Montfort's
Rebellion

E

NGLAND:

KING

AND

PARLIAMENT

The Anglo-Saxon Heritage
The England that William the Conqueror won at Hastings in 1066 was already relatively
centralized and well governed (see Timeline 10.3). Although the Anglo-Saxon court
was constantly on the move, traveling around the countryside from one royal manor to
another, it remained in close touch with the king’s regional and local ofﬁcials. Critical
in this regard were the chief ofﬁcers in the royal household who were, in effect, the chief
administrators of the realm. They issued written notices of the king’s commands and
decisions, administered the royal ﬁnances, and sat as judges on royal tribunals.
England in 1066 had also long been divided into shires (or counties), each with its
own shire court, staffed by important local landholders, and with its own royal agent—
the “shire reeve,” or sheriff. This ofﬁcial was usually a local ﬁgure whose sympathies
were divided between his native shire and the king. It was his responsibility to collect
royal taxes and the revenues of royal estates, to assemble the shire’s military contingent
when needed, and to preside over the shire court. The sheriff was, in short, the crucial
link between king and countryside.

The Anglo-Norman State
William the Conqueror came to England in 1066 as a legitimate claimant to the throne,
related (distantly) to King Edward the Confessor (r. 1042–1066), who had died childless
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