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shadow of its former self. Its wealth had been looted; its provinces had grown into 
independent states; and it, too, was devastated by plague in 1347. Byzantium tottered 
on until the mid-fi fteenth century, and its artists and scholars continued to guard the 
rich cultural heritage of the wold Eastern Empire of Rome. But it was a small state with 
little authority beyond Constantinople and its region, a mere remnant of a once glori-
ous power. When Constantinople fell to the Ottoman Turks in 1453, it was the end of a 
dream, not an empire. 
        Unsettled too were the Islamic states that came and went along the southern 
reaches of the Mediterranean in the fourteenth and fi fteenth centuries. For the medi-
eval West, the most momentous of these shifts occurred in 1492, when Granada, the 
last Muslim state in Iberia, fell to the armies of Isabella of Castile (r. 1474–1504) 
and Ferdinand of Aragon (r. 1479–1516). This was more than a political victory, for 
it signaled the Christianization of the combined kingdoms of Castile and Aragon, 
from which was emerging the state we today call Spain. Three months after the fall of 
Granada, Isabella and Ferdinand issued from the Alhambra (see Figure 12.1) a decree 
that ordered Spanish Jews to convert to Christianity or emigrate; some accepted bap-
tism, but tens of thousands emigrated to Portugal, North Africa, Constantinople, and 
the Low Countries. In 1504, Spanish Muslims were given the same hard choice, and 
many emigrated to North Africa. 
        These upheavals in Iberia specifi cally, and the southern Mediterranean more gen-
erally, were countered in the eastern Mediterranean by a new stability brought by a new 
Turkish dynasty, called Ottoman after its founder Osman. Like the Seljuks before them, 
the Ottomans had moved westward from the Asian steppes, and by the early fourteenth 
century, they had a fi rm base in western Anatolia. They then slowly but steadily sup-
planted the Seljuks and extended their territory even farther. In 1453, the Ottomans ac-
complished what the Umayyads had attempted more than seven centuries before: they 
took Constantinople itself. By the early sixteenth century, they controlled Anatolia, the 
entire Black Sea region, much of the Balkans, the Middle East, and the caliphate of 
Egypt. The Ottoman Empire endured until 1922. 
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