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Part II The Central Middle Ages

TIMELINE 9.1

Conquests, Crusades, and Persecutions, 1000–1300

Schism of
Catholic and
Orthodox
Breakup of
Churches
al-Andalus
(c. 1000–1031) (1054)

Fourth Lateran
Council (1215)
First
Crusade
(1096–1099)

Sack of
Constantinople Magna Carta
(1204) (1215)

1000
c. 1050 Christian “Reconquest” of Iberia
c. 1060 Norman Kingdom of Sicily

Interregnum
in the Holy
Roman Empire
(1254–1273)
1300
c. 1265

c. 1200

c. 1125 German Eastward Expansion
c. 1225 Teutonic Knights
Move Eastward
from Prussian Base
1095 Crusades

1144
First False Accusation
of Ritual Murder Made against Jews
(in Norwich, England)

1209–1229
Albigensian Crusade
in Southern France

born in Scotland, southern France, or the Baltic, a male infant in the early fourteenth
century was likely to be given one of a small number of European names. Among the
most popular were John, William, Thomas, and Henry. The form of these names varied,
of course, in different vernaculars. For example, in Italian, they are Giovanni, Guglielmo,
Tommaso, and Enrico.
This Europeanization of Europe fueled cultural understanding, but, as Timeline 9.1
sets out, it also gave rise to brutal conquest and terrifying persecution. At the same time
as some people were absorbed more fully into European culture and society, others were
expelled from it. Jews provide the classic example, for, as we shall see, they often faced
forced conversion, death, or expulsion during these centuries. Yet many other people suffered, too. Behind the diverse stories of conquests, crusades, and persecutions that we
shall examine in this chapter lay many causes and motivations, but all drew, in part, on a
growing Christian militancy. For many medieval people, Christianity—that is, Catholic
Christianity—deﬁned the limits of what was civilized, acceptable, and hospitable. Anything that lay outside that boundary was assumed to be savage, intolerable, and hostile.

C

ONQUESTS AND

TERRITORIAL EXPANSION

Europe’s transformation during the Central Middle Ages was marked, as we saw in
Chapter 6, by the conquest of a great internal frontier: the clearing of forests, the draining of swamps, and the reclamation of land from the sea. This internal colonization was
complemented by an external expansion along the periphery of Western Christendom
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